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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 3/12/2008, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1,3-10 and 12 - 18 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments (see Interview Summary 3/4/2008 and Remarks 
3/12/2008 [page 8]) with respect to the rejection(s) of claims 1,3-10 and 12-18 
under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Shiimori (U.S. Patent No. 7,010,587) and Chan etal. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,073,147). 

Drawings 

3. The drawings were received on 3/12/2008. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1, 3, 8, 10, 12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Chan etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,073,147). 
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Referring to claim 1, Chan discloses a networked font rendering system 
associated with a web server {see Figs. 1-2 wherein font server 20 is connected via 
the networked communication path 10 [i.e. Internet] [column 3, lines 25 - 29]) 
comprising: 

means adapted for acquiring vector data representative of a vector based font 
[see Fig. 2 wherein computer 12 acquires font data from font server 20 in regards to 
document 22 based upon transmitted key pair and then printer 16 acquires font data 
from font server 20 [column 3, line 62 - column 4, line 9] and see column 3, lines 30 - 
45 wherein fonts in outline form or generated as outline glyph data are analogous to 
vector based fonts), 

rendering means adapted for rendering at least a portion of the vector based font 
to generate font images corresponding thereto {see Fig. 3 wherein fonts are rendered in 
font server 20 according to scale in step 46 as shown in Fig. 4C [column 5, lines 1-34 
and 52 - 55] and wherein fonts are generated into characters in step 28 in computer 12 
[column 4, lines 23 - 26 and column 5, lines 47-51]), 

font storage means adapted for storing the font images on a networked memory 
{see Fig. 1, database 21 [column 3, lines 54-61] and see column 3, lines 46 - 48 
wherein computer nodes 12 also store fonts on the network), 

means adapted for receiving a font request from a web browser via at least one 
networked workstation {see Figs. 1-2 wherein computer 12 is connected to font server 
20 via the Internet [column 3, lines 25 - 29] such that web browsers which allow the 
user to remotely interact with the font server 20 from computer 12 are inherently 
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disclosed and further suggested in Chan because the user may download document 22 
from computer 12 using a site on the Internet [via a web browser] [column 4, lines 10- 
14 and column 6, lines 6 - 12]), 

testing means adapted for testing for a presence of a rendered font in the font 
storage means in accordance with the received font request (see Fig. 3 wherein steps 
24 - 26 test local storage on computer nodes 12 [column 4, lines 14 - 23] and wherein 
step 36 tests remote storage on font server 20 [column 5, lines 35 - 38]) x 

means adapted for commencing operation of the rendering means upon a 
determination by the testing means that no font image corresponding to the font request 
is present in the font storage means (see Fig. 3 wherein computer 12 sends key pair to 
font server 20 in step 32 when the font is not stored locally [column 4, lines 26 - 29] and 
wherein font server 20 returns an error message to computer 12 in step 38 and then 
provides a substitute character in step 42 when the font is not stored remotely [column 
3, lines 48 - 53 and column 5, lines 38 - 51]\ 

means adapted for adding rendered font data from the rendering means to the 
networked memory (see Fig. 3 wherein computer 12 stores new font data from font 
server 20 in step 50 [column 5, lines 56 - 59]),. and 

communication means adapted for selectively communicating the font images 
from the font storage means to the at least one networked workstation to generate 
document print data in accordance with a request from the at least one networked 
workstation so as to generate an image on a display of the at least one networked 
workstation including a rendering from the font images (see Fig. 3 wherein heavy lines 
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between steps 38 and 40 and 48 and 40 represent the communication from font server 
20 to computer 12 such that either the rendered font data is returned as in step 48 or 
the error message indicating the use of a substitute character is returned as in step 38 
[column 3, line 46 - column 4, line 7]). 

Referring to claim 3, Chan discloses the system further wherein the 
communication means includes means adapted for communicating the font images to 
an associated printing device (see Fig. 1, network printer 16, local printer 14). 

Referring to claim 8, Chan discloses the system further comprising updating 
means adapted for updating font storage means for selected font information received 
in the font request from the at least one networked workstation (see Fig. 3 wherein the 
local storage of computer 12 is updated in step 50 [column 5, lines 56 - 59]). 

Referring to claims 10, 12 and 17, the rationale provided in the rejection of 
claims 1 , 3 and 8, respectively, are incorporated herein. In addition, the systems of 
claims 1, 3 and 8 perform the methods of claim 10, 12 and 17, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1,3-10 and 12 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable overShiimori (U.S. Patent No. 7,010,587). 
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Referring to claim 1, Shiimori discloses a networked font rendering system 
associated with a web server (see Fig. 1 wherein server 30 is connected via the 
Internet) comprising: 

means adapted for acquiring data representative of a font [see Fig. 9 wherein 
text information comprising style information is analogous to data representative of a 
font [column 7, lines 1 - 5], see Fig. 8 wherein style information shown in areas 72 - 79 
is selected by the user [column 5, lines 56 - 58 and column 5, line 64 - column 6, line 
20], see Figs. 4-5 wherein the server 30 acquires font information indicative of fonts 
usable at client computer 1 in step 44 [column 4, lines 56 - 62] and see Figs. 4 and 10 
wherein client computer 1 acquires the font list from server 30 in steps 45, 93 and 94 
[column 5, lines 7-10 and column 7, lines 42- 57]), 

rendering means adapted for rendering at least a portion of the vector based font 
to generate font images corresponding thereto (see Fig. 3 wherein server 30 renders 
requested fonts which commiserate with client computer 1 [column 2, lines 1 - 16]), 

font storage means adapted for storing the font images on a networked memory 
(see Fig. 3 wherein server 30 stores fonts within their respective font files associated 
with particular operating systems and types of documents on a hard disk drive [column 
2, lines 59 - 60 and column 4, lines 16- 22]), 

means adapted for receiving a font request from a web browser via at least one 
networked workstation (see Fig. 4 wherein client computer 1 [i.e. networked 
workstation] communicates with server 30 to access and display a home page [i.e. a 
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web page via a web browser] in steps 41, 51 and 42 [column 4, lines 39 - 51] and see 
Figs. 11-14 for embodiments of the home page), 

testing means adapted for testing for a presence of a rendered font in the font 
storage means in accordance with the received font request {see Fig. 4 wherein step 52 
[column 2, lines 32 - 46, column 4, line 65 - column 5, line 1] and step 92 of Fig. 10 
[column 7, lines 34 - 39] wherein server 30 searches font files based upon the particular 
operating system and document type requested) x 

means adapted for commencing operation of the rendering means upon a 
determination by the testing means that no font image corresponding to the font request 
is present in the font storage means (column 2, lines 26-31, column 3, lines 34 - 40, 
column 8, lines 21-23 and 33 - 40 wherein the user may register, or add, a new font 
via the home page shown in Fig. 13 if and when it is determined that that specific font is 
not associated, or presently stored within a font file, for a particular operating system 
and document type as shown in Fig. 3) ± 

means adapted for adding rendered font data from the rendering means to the 
networked memory (see Fig. 12, add area 107 [column 8, lines 25 - 27], see Fig. 13 
[column 2, lines 26 - 31 and column 8, lines 33 - 45] and see Fig. 14 [column 8, lines 
48 - 57]) ± and 

communication means adapted for selectively communicating the font images 
from the font storage means to the at least one networked workstation to generate 
document print data in accordance with a request from the at least one networked 
workstation so as to generate an image on a display of the at least one networked 
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workstation including a rendering from the font images (see Fig. 4 wherein steps 53, 45 
[column 5, lines 1-10] and steps 93 - 94 of Fig. 10 [column 7, lines 42 - 57] transmit 
rendered fonts in a font list from server 30 for display on client computer 1 as shown in 
sample column of Fig. 12 associated with the name of the particular font [column 8, 
lines 16 - 23]) but does not explicitly disclose the system further wherein the font is a 
vector based font. 

However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that the usage of vector based fonts, 
which are also known as outline fonts or scalable fonts, is well known and conventional. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to render vector fonts for printing document since the Examiner 
takes Official Notice that vector fonts require less memory space than fonts based on 
bitmap images and vector fonts can be more easily be rescaled to generate any size 
character than bitmap fonts. 

.Referring to claim 3, Shiimori discloses the system further wherein the 
communication means includes means adapted for communicating the font images to 
an associated printing device (see Fig. 1, printer 31). 

Referring to claim 4, Shiimori discloses the system further wherein the means 
adapted for receiving the font request from the at least one networked workstation 
includes: 

means adapted for prompting an associated user for selection data to select a 
font (see Fig 4, step 43 [column 4, lines 51-58] and see Fig.. 12 [column 8, lines 16- 
23]), 
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means adapted for receiving user selection data resultant from the prompt of the 
user for the font (see Fig. 4, step 52 [column 4, line 65 - column 5, line 1] and see Fig. 
10, step 91 [column 7, lines 31 - 39]), and 

means adapted for requesting the font in accordance with the user selection data 
(see Fig. 10, step 92 [column 7, lines 31 - 41]). 

Referring to claim 5, Shiimori discloses the system further wherein the means 
adapted for prompting the associated user for selection data to select the font includes 
means adapted for displaying selected information about each font which is available for 
selection (see Fig. 12 wherein the window displays name of font, a sample of that 
particular font which is analogous to selected information about each font available [i.e. 
fonts of client computer 1 which are compatible fonts of server 30] [column 8, lines 16- 
23]). 

Referring to claims 6 and 7, Shiimori discloses the system further wherein the 
means adapted for displaying selected information about each font includes at least one 
of font type, font size, font style, tab information, location of font within document and 
font style for each font, or font format (see Fig. 9 wherein text information comprising 
combining-position information [i.e. location of font within document] style information 
[i.e. font name, font size, text color, font styles such as italics or underlined, etc.] is 
analogous to data representative of a font [column 7, lines 1-5] and see Fig. 8 wherein 
style information shown in areas 72 - 79 is selected by the user [column 5, lines 56 - 58 
and column 5, line 64 - column 6, line 20]). 
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Referring to claim 8, Shiimori discloses the system further comprising updating 
means adapted for updating font storage means for selected font information received 
in the font request from the at least one networked workstation (see Fig. 14 [column 8, 
lines 48 - 57]). 

Referring to claim 9, Shiimori discloses the system further comprising means 
adapted for deleting selected font information from the font storage means upon at least 
one of a predetermined time interval in which the font has not been requested and a 
request received from an associated user (see Fig. 12 wherein the user requests to 
delete a particular font by checking the appropriate box B3 and area 108 [column 8, 
lines 16-23 and 27-30]). 

Referring to claims 10 and 12 - 18, the rationale provided in the rejection of 
claims 1 and 3-9, respectively, are incorporated herein. In addition, the systems of 
claims 1 and 3-9 perform the methods of claim 1 0 and 12-18, respectively. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Takeda (Japanese Patent No. 61-097739) discloses a printer external character 
method which deletes external character codes successively in order of lower usage 
frequency when an external character table has no idle area when registering new 
external characters (see Abstract). 
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Collins ef al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,781 ,714) disclose methods for creating and 
using portable fonts wherein a requesting computer asks a responding Internet server 
via a web page for one or more portions of text wherein the server reacts by sending the 
request text (see Abstract and Fig. 22). 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Myles D. Robinson whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5944. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on (571) 272-7406. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Myles D. Robinson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
6/7/08 

/Twyler L. Haskins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



